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PRESERVATION STAFF REPORT 

  
Site: 30 Day Street 

 
Applicant Name: Alan Bingham 
Applicant Address: 30 Day Street 
Owner Name: Rosemary Broome Bingham Trust 
Owner Address: same as above 

 
Petition: The Applicant would like to remove his chain link fence and gates and replace them with iron. 
A Cape Cod Berm would edge the sidewalk. 
 
HPC Hearing Date:  June 19, 2018 

 
 
I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
   

1. Subject Property: The subject church 
building is located on a busy side street 
outside Davis Square. See Form B for 
details. 

2. Proposal: The Applicant proposes to 
remove the existing chain link fence and 
gates and replace them with a simple iron 
fence. See below for possible designs. 
 

II. FINDINGS FOR LANDSCAPE FEATURES 
AND PAVING 

1. The general intent of this section is to 
preserve the existing or later essential landscape features that enhance the property.  

59 Cross Street – 2011 photo 
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3. The existing landforms of the site should not be altered unless shown to be necessary for 
maintenance of the structure or site.  Additional landforms will only be considered if they will not 
obscure the exterior of the structure.  

4. The original layout and materials of the walks, steps and paved areas should be maintained if 
significant grade changes constitute an important feature of the structure or site.  Consideration 
will be given to alterations if it can be shown that improved site circulation is necessary and that 
the alterations will accomplish this without altering the integrity of the structure.  

Commission considerations regarding fences, gates, railings, pergolas & other structures 
Fences and gates often define the boundary between a historic property and its surroundings, 
both streetscape and neighboring properties. Railings atop walls, handrails for site stairs, 
trellises, and similar structures are often also prominent features in the landscape. The following 
guidelines address these elements when they are located in the landscape.  
 

1. Preserve historic fences, and gates whenever possible, including ironwork such as 
hitching posts, boot scrapers. etc. 

2. New fences and gates should be compatible with the historic property in style, 
scale, placement, and materials. 

3. Fences, gates and other landscaping elements (such as plantings) should not 
obscure the historic building. 

4. Front yard fences should be open and decorative. Do not use front yard fences to 
screen front yards. 

5. On public ways, the height of fences is restricted according to zoning code. 
6. The finished side of any fence should face toward public view. 
7. Use historically appropriate materials for fences and gates. 
8. Fencing and plantings may be used to screen parking areas and mechanical systems. 

 

Staff Findings: Chain link fence is not an appropriate material for a 19th century residence.  Staff finds 
that the proposed iron fence styles do not detract from the historic character of the Mansard cottage. The 
proposed fences are similar in feeling to one that might have been erected at this time. The proposed 
designs are not overly ornate and are in keeping with scale and design of the house. 

III. RECOMMENDATION 

Based on the information provided and an assessment of the proposal against the Somerville LHD 
guidelines, Staff recommends A Certificate of Appropriateness for the new ADA ramps and entry 
with the following conditions: 

Staff determines that the alteration for which an application for a Historic Certificate has been filed would 
not be incongruous to the historic aspects or the architectural characteristics of the surroundings and of 
the historic district and is appropriate for and compatible with the preservation and protection of the Flint 
Street Local Historic District; therefore Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant Alan Bingham and Rosemary Broome Bingham, owners a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the installation of a fence, and gate at 30 Day Street with the following contingencies. 

1. The chain link fence on either side of the walkway shall be removed; 
2. A new iron gate and short fence in any of the designs submitted and attached below shall be 

installed in the existing location of the chain-link fence;  
3. The gate and fence shall be of simple metal pickets; and 
4. Historic Staff shall issue a sign-off upon completion of the project that this was done in 

accordance with the Certificate. 
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEIIE{T ( if appl icablel

ÀRCHITECIURAL SIGNIFICANCE lÞscribe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buÍldings within the comnunity.

The one and one-half story coEtage with a mansard roof is a, well-conserved
example of a popular building form used in the lavis Square area in the
lale 1800s, however, only a few good examples reamin. Architectural
deEails that renain on the three bay mansard include paired brackets,
proj ectíng window lintels, the pedirnented dormers, and the proj ecting open
entrance porch wiEh arched brackets and a double enÈrance door.

HISTSRICAL SIGI{IFICANCE Explain the role owners pla¡ed in loca'l or state history and hqv thp
buíIding relates to the development of the corm¡nity.

Thls ProperEy has one of the largest building lots in the area and has noÈ
been subdivided since the 1870s when Ralph Day (of the sarne fanily after
whom Day Street is named) sold the large 10,000 square foot lot Ëo EIiza
sEebbins, wife of Rufus stebbins, both of Newton counEy.

The house is representative of a popular building sEyle for nodest single
family dwellings built in the Davis Square area in rhe late lB00s. This
buii-ding is among the f ew well--conserved examples of che mansard. coc,t,ages.
There are t\,ro other fi-ne examples on this port,i.on of Day SËreet. Adjacent
lots have been developed with early 20th cent.ury aparEment houses although
there are other subsEantial single fanily dwellings on surrounding
blocks of the residential neighborhood.

l{uch of the Davis Square area became the homes of railroad and sEreeEcar
commuÈers and 1s evidence of the suburban building boom of the late lgth
cenEury. streetcar service along near by I'fassachusetts Avenue to porter
Square and to Davis Square provided easy access to Boston and Canbridge for
enployment,' Nathaniel Stebbins rvho is listed as Iiving here throughour Èhe
I880s and 1890s worked in Bosron.
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